MEET KATHERINE MULLETT
For anyone living and working in the Australian Alps, especially if you’re involved in
post-fire rehab, cultural conservation or management in general, you’ll want to know
about the role Katherine Mullett has just stepped into. If you’ve worked with Katherine,
you can probably guess what she’s aiming to do, and why she’s brilliantly placed to get
on with it…“It’s about linking Traditional Owners’ intangible cultural knowledge with scientific
knowledge. It’s about building a strategic cultural plan for the management of the alpine
landscape.” Katherine’s aim is simple and sound. Everyone’s hope is that the outcome will
result in a more diverse and robust landscape, with invaluable cultural connections reestablished. On the ground this will be tackled in various ways. “We’ll support Traditional
Owners’ reconnection to Country. We’ll work to heal Country affected by the 2019-20 fires.
We’ll reinvigorate The Australian Alps Traditional Owners’ Group. And we’ll help people to look
at and support the Australian Alps as a cultural landscape without state boundaries.”
Katherine has the both the plan and the skills to put it into action. With funding made available
from the Commonwealth Government under the Bushfire Recovery for Species and
Landscapes Program, she’s been seconded into this new role – Traditional Owner
Engagement, the Alps Program – from Parks Victoria where she spent six years as Aboriginal
Heritage Co-ordinator for the Eastern Region, based in Bairnsdale. Her heritage is GunnaiKurnai, Monero-Ngarigo.

There’s a fair bit to do, and initially a tricky pandemic-affected year to get stuck in. With luck
the project to address Aboriginal Community and Traditional Owner post fire recovery priorities
in the Australian Alps will gain more time to see those cultural re-connections well settled and
a full cultural landscape strategy pulled together. Contact katherine.mullett@parks.vic.gov.au

FROG UPDATE
Dave Hunter, Senior Threatened Species Officer with NSW DPIE (Department of
Planning, Industry and Environment) has been actively responsible for the protection
and management of Corroboree Frogs in his patch of the Australian Alps for roughly
two and half decades. And over that time, population numbers have shifted and
changed in response not only to threats and pressures but also the positive
intervention of parks staff in partnership with various scientific organisations and zoo
institutions. It’s been a roller coaster ride, where numbers of specific population
groups have dropped at times to crisis levels, but at present, things are generally
looking stable…

The Northern Corroboree Frog and its landscape: note the gloves worn to reduce health threats to
stressed wild populations.

Currently, Dave’s focus is on a fresh, post-fire-affected group of Northern Corroboree Frogs in
northern Kosciuszko National Park. He is working with NSW Parks to protect this populations’
habitat in the wild. “We’re managing the impact of large pest species – the pigs, deer & horses
– which are damaging the bogs. We’ve also done fire recovery work, and weed control (mostly
blackberry). These stress factors can be controlled, but we have limited capacity to manage
the chytrid fungus (Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis) which kills many species of amphibians
worldwide, including Corroboree Frogs.”
On the other front, breeding genetically-sound populations in captivity means that we have a
safety net in case numbers continue to decline in the wild. Years of learning about how best to
breed Corroboree Frogs have given us a set of husbandry protocols that work – thanks to the
zoo partnerships that have been on board for the long haul. Taronga Zoo, Zoos Victoria and
Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve, supported by a collection of partners, all run active quarantined
breeding programs, safe from the chytrid threat. Together they produce enough offspring to
allow for annual releases into wild settings. “The original group from The Brindabella Range is
now backed up by a robust captive breeding population, with surplus progeny being used to
trial different re-introduction techniques.” The fact that chytrid is impacting frog species around

the world means that there is a combined force of international research focused on this threat.
“We’re not alone trying to work on ways to manage this.”
Dave’s also benefitted from support from a different source, in the company of others who
have long-term connections to the landscape inhabited by the Corroboree Frogs. “A recent
project established by NSW Parks, together with the University of Wollongong and the
Brungle/Tumut Aboriginal Land Council, has used funding from the Commonwealth
Government Bushfire Recovery for Species and Landscapes Program and NSW Save Our
Species Program to bring Traditional Owners back on to Corroboree Frog Country.” In practice
this means that conservation management gets a boost in the field, particularly for the sub
group of Corroboree Frogs located near the Fiery Range, but that Indigenous people with
connections to Country are coming to that particular landscape, connecting, and at the same
time offering hands on support to the work Dave’s doing: weed control, monitoring population
numbers, collecting eggs. “It’s the most significant project I’ve been involved in – equal to the
25 years I’ve worked with Corroboree Frogs.” Contact David.Hunter@environment.nsw.gov.au

footprints in the landscape

There is a common purpose when Shane Herrington, Uncle Ramsay Freeman, and Luke and
Rodney Penrith (left and right, above) join in with Dave Hunter on Corroborree Frog fieldvisits*. They bring with them so much more than their ability to deal with weeds, monitor
population numbers and collect eggs. They also bring their cultural links, knowledge and skills
when caring for Wolgalu country. For Rodney, Luke and Uncle Ramsay the connection is
through Wiradjuri family connections: for Shane, it’s a combination of both Wolgalu and
Wiradjuri. The Wolgalu language group is one part of the Ngurmal Nation, which sits across
Kosciuszko National Park and includes Jaitamatong, Dhudaroa and Ngarigo language groups.
Each year when the Corroboree Frogs - or ‘Gyack’ in the Wolgalu dialect – begin calling, it’s to
summon the members of the Ngurmal Nation, telling them that it’s time to prepare and move
into parts of the Country for ceremonies, business and society. Lately when Traditional
Owners have been heading up into the Alps, they’ve been busy on two new fronts. Firstly, they
give hands-on support to the protection and long-term sustainability of the vulnerable frog
populations. Shane explains the other key reason to be on Country. “We’re there looking for
signs of previous Traditional Owners’ footprints in the landscape. Given the limited access to
the higher peaks of the ‘Buugang’ Bogong mountains, there aren’t many opportunities to
reconnect, to reactivate our sense of belonging, and this connection has been made possible
through “Gyack”, the Northern Coroboree Frog. To understand how this is being done, Shane

describes it as a puzzle where some of the pieces are missing. “It’s important to get people on
Country to have these conversations so we can put everyone’s pieces together to get a better
connection to the whole landscape.”
*made possible through the University of Wollongong and the Brungle/Tumut Aboriginal Land Council with funding initially
provided by Commonwealth post fire funding and NSW Save Our Species Program.

Gathering information on population numbers, and collecting eggs for the captive breeding program, is
part of the process of buffering The Northern Corroboree Frog against threats in the wild.
Frog photos credit: Alex PikeCommunity Engagement and Communications Officer, Saving our Species, South Hub

TELL US YOUR STORY: We are always looking for stories to include in this newsletter.
What’s happening in your part of the Alps? If you’ve built a new bridge, or cleared a track or
installed some new signs, why not send me a photo and a few words. Maybe you just went for
a particularly fabulous walk and would like to share your experience. We accept stories from
staff members, volunteers and members of the general community.

SUBSCRIBE: WWW.THEAUSTRALIANALPSNATIONALPARKS.ORG
News from the Alps issue number 74 was published in October 2021 by the Australian Alps National Parks.
Program Manager and Editor is Rob Gibbs, NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service,
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The Australian Alps National Parks Co-operative Management Program: people working
together beyond borders.

