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'mTERNmaONAL B
YEAR OF MQUNTMNS*

- The United Nations has declared 2002 the International Year of the Mouﬂtams
(TYM2002). The aim of the declaration was to increase awareness of the i 1mp0rtance
of mountain regions including sustainable development. The resolutlon :
recomended the involvementof government and non—govemment organisations
and the private sector in. promotmg the year. -

The importance of mountain systems overseas and in Australia can not be over
emphasised This is clearly set out in the petition atrached to the declaration.

{Nmrly 40% of the Farth’s surface is mountainous and a tenth oft/)e world: population’

.lwes in these regions. Those that live in the plains depmd upon mountaing for water,
mergy, building material, and for sporf and leistire. Mountains are the essentiial element
af_ t_/ae chyrosphere. The level of the seas depends on glacial melting, and the majority. of
the Earth’s glaciers are found on the most mountainous of all continents: Ansarctica.

The mitjority, of the world’s forests are also famﬁ;t' in mountain 62]7’6’;2..!‘, and along with
them, an infinite biological diversity of life. Most of the 300 nﬁ;’l[iqn people who live in
tribal societies live in mountainous regions. No less important are the values, he charm
and the spirituality mountains have inspired-in-our modern human cubture.”

Australian mountains play a very important role in the quality of life for Australians.
They are a.major source of warter, hydroelectric energy, biodiversity and recreation. -
Their culcural and heritage values have also been considered outstanding, and are on
" a par with many world herirage listed areas.
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Sharing the knowledge..
Research from the
Austrailan Alps

-Owver the last year or so there have
been a large number of outstanding
natural herirage research projects
funded by che Australian Alps
Liaison Committee. In the interest
of actively promoting chis work, the
Natural Heritage Working Group

_has initiated a travelling road show
to highlight and promote the
valuable contribution these projects
have made 10 ouf-on ground’

management of the Australian Alps )

national parks,

The travelling road show will consist
“of two one day presentacions of the
projects and their key ourcomes and
- will be made at Jindabyne and Br;ght
on Tuesday 14 and Thursday’
16 November.2000 respectively.

The presentations are aimed at AL
INTERESTED parties be they
agency staff, land management
agencies and other organisations that
have an’interest in the Australian
Alps. Everyone is most welcome to
attend. The presentations will be on
the following subjects: - )

*° Vegetation Restoration in
the Alps )

s Stream Heaith Monitoring'

> English Broom Management
Strategy

s RCD and Predator Prey

Respanses

»  Alps Nartural Treasnres & Alps

Sc1ent1ﬁc Sites

*  Popularion Ecology of Feral
Horses

@ Vegeration Fire Response and
Affects on Fauna

*  Fox/Wild Pog Bait Station and
Spbt railed Quolls

Keep an-eye out for the promotional

flyer soon to be distribured: If you

would like further information please

contact Evan McDowell at Parks -

Victoria on {03) 5755.1577 or emall

emcdowel@parks vic.gov.au
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Closer Ties with the

Victorian Alpine Resorts

The Victorian Al'p'me Resorts and the
Australian Alps Liaison Committee
{AALC) are expected to work closer
together to the benefit of both parties
following a series of meetings and
correspondence berween the 'par“ties
The Viciorian Alpine Resorts are not

~ formally covered by the Alps MOU,

anlike NSW resorts which reside
within Kosciuszko National Park. As
a result, the AATLC and the Victorian -
Resorts are keén to ensure thar
effective communication channels are

established and maintained with all of °

the resorts ope‘rating within Victoria.

-
Chris Rose, our Victorian Alps Liaison - . .
Committee representative is
 enthusiastic about the opportunities to

ensure that the resorts and the Alps

Program share their experiences.
Experlences in terms of en\rtronmental_
-management as well as the sharing of

resources in solving many problems
common to ali parties. Many of the
pest plants and-animal problems faced

_in the resort and the parks are the

samé and while there is pretty good
cooperation in place now, closer ties

with the Alps Program will hopefully .

further the outcomes of all our efforts.

Australian Alps Products...
just a phone cafl away!

The Australian Alps Liaison Comrmttee (AALC) has
recently enrered into a new partnership arrangement
with CanPrint Commuanications to underrake-

distribution and marketing of all Alps related

products a.nd publications.

CanPrint Communications operates an extensive network
~ which incorporates a call centre, consumer informatiorn setvices,

publication warehousing and distzibution. Underpinning this operauon is a‘state
of the art databases management system and 'a wide area nerwork supporting
substantial inventory management, subscnber services and eiectromc information

distribution and access operations.

The AALC is very keen to enhance and supplement arrangements with CanPrint
Iy pp g

Communication for the marketmg and dissemination of Alps mformauon and.

products through this comprehensive network.

~ To order any Australian Alps national parks publication and/or product simply ring
* either Sam or Catlene for fast efficient and friendly service at CanPrmt on .

(02) 6295 4444.

. Alps Olympic Connection

The Alps program cani -cla_im' a speci:;.l
link, albeit somewhat dubious to the

‘recent event held in Syd-ney. ..!

--Qdile Arman, Convencr of the

Community Relations Working
Group was involved with the Olympic
(Games as a voluateer to the Jamaican

Team. Not only did Odile lend a

-hand in assisting che Jamaican athletes

around the team village at Homebush,
Bur Odile was also heavily involved -

. with both the Opening and Closing

Ceremonies as a team marshal.

It has been reported that Odile was
also seen handing out Alps Icon .
Brochures, Touririg Maps and the Alps

video Stories amangst the Snowgums l;o',

“our overseas visitors, so if you happen

to come across any athleces from
Jamaica visiting the Australian A_lps, _
say G-day ! :




“Mountain Walking Track
Management: an Australian
Alps Best Practice field forum
Following on from the _
1nternaﬂonal§y acclaimed Humai -
" Waste Management Workshop held -
~in March 2000, the Alps Program

will once.again be hosting another in

the series of ‘best practice
“workshops’, this time looking at
Walkmg Track Management

“To be held i in North East Vlctona :

from the 26 — 30 March 2001, the 7'

- Fleld Forum will showcase reievant
Wa]kmg track MAagement 1ssues

within Mount Buffalo National Park, e

and the Alpine Nanonai Park
V[ctoma _
“The Fie!d Fo‘rum wi'll have a strong
practical on-ground focus and aims-
to increase the level of awareness,

" expertise and interest dmongst park
‘agéncy-staff and interested

- stakeholders in contemporary

. approaehe_s“w"waildn?g wack
manige’ment as they refate to

i planmng construction and.

. maintenance techniques th_roughout :

- the Aus_njaha_n_ Alps national parks. -

The pgimaryrta_'tget:' is field staff and S

managers of the Australian Alps -

: natlonal parks It is expected that the :

forum will also' generate cons1derabie

interest from. field and management

. sstaff of other mountain protected

areas, ‘other park and-land -

- management ageru:les Such agenc1es

for examp]e will include, forestry, local

councxls, commercial operamzs, ski -
. resorts and other key interest groups.
It is also expected that interést"may‘

also come from commusiity’ groups

~such 3 as Ta551e Trail and Bicentennial -

Trail groups as well as industry

. representatlves The forum will also”

aini to attract mter nanonal speakers

and delegates SRR

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF MOUNTAINS Continued

. The Australian Alps program is well

* positioned to highlight the important .

opportunity that the IYM2002
_provides for promoting the
" conservation and appreciation of
- mouritain regions within the context
, of the Australian’ Alps Memorandum
of Understandmg oo

And on 3. August 2000, a ga.laxy of
interested people met at Environment

_Australia HQ in Canberra 1o take the

. first step in planning Australia’s

response to IYM2002.

“One of the objectives for IYM 2002 is
to ‘deepen the understanding and
a@preciation of Australian mountains.
_and mountain communities’, not only
in Australia, but also in the Northern
Hemisphere, where many don't
consider that we actually have

. _meuntainé.,.l

Some preliminary suggestions to
celebrate mountains and ‘highlight the
interconnection between mountains
and people included: -

. developmg an approprtate slogan.

for 2002 some SUZPESTIONS SO fa_r
are: e - '
“Mountains - My Place™; .
“Our Mountams - My Place :
“Get hlgh in the mountains in
_ I'YM 2002”

* - plan major community events at .
the beginning and end-of 2002,
with smaller ones throughdut the

" year mcluchng MUSIC, sport and
‘heritagey - '

e marker _sustainab‘le mountain
~ activities, including toiirism;

*  host mountain science events and’

. encourage mountain research;‘

e '-deveiop a 'eﬂeﬁdar of events for-

© 2002 for publication;

* . support a professional * -
'development program for
educarors;

e (02) 6456 3876.

The program fo: the Fleld Forum w1ll

be 3 days: 3 mghts) w1th an optson R
for delegates to spend anorher day on’
“ 4 full field trip after the forma.E

g 'conciusmn of the Fiefd Forum

L Aftera comprehenswe seleeﬂon
‘.. process, Janet Mackay & Assocmtes
" have recenitly beeri appainted o .
“undertake the coordmatlon and
_ 'delwery of this exciting pro;ect To
régister your ifiterest in receiving -
" “additional information on:this project
 contact Janer Mackay directly ac

}mackay@snowy nietau or phone

The assem.bled:gr"oup agreed enzltﬁ-_e

‘need for a steering groupto actas a.

first point of contactin terms of

_ fauhtatmg a.coordifiated response:
" This steering committee is convened

“and chaired by Roger Good from

NSW NPWS
As part of the 2001~2002 Cooperanve

. Works Progrim; the AALC would:

welcome project proposals from any
interested parties and individuals
which assist in promoting and

hlghhghtmg this 51gn1ﬁeant event

Refef to Call for PrOJects article in -
chis newsletter

For an mternauo‘fna]"per_spe_ctive'o'n -

IYM 2002 visit wwwifao.org/iym/en/

To find out mote about the Australian. 7

Alps £esponse to IYMZOOZ or to
suggest-dn idea, contact ar
Rogei Good at.
-roger.good@npws.nsw, gov au or
Brett McNamara at

. Brett__McNama-:a@btgpdnd.com" '




Call for Progects...

2001 / 2002 Cooperatwe Works Program

The Australian Alps national parks (AAnp’s) is a cooperatwe managernent pzogram

admmlstered by the Australian Alps Liaison Comimittee (AALC)

As part of the 2001—2002 Cooperatwe Works Proglam, ‘the AALC would welcome
project proposals from any interested parties and or individuals which assist'in
_cif:hvermg the identified outcomes under the Australian Alps Strategic Plan
2000 - 2003. In addition the International Year of the Mountaing in 2002 prowdes
an oppostunity- for projects to highlight-and promote this 51gmﬁcant event. Criteria

- for projects are listed. below, lowever if you believe a proposed project is of high
 value to the improved management of the Australian Alps, but outsxde the cmerla.
please submit it for AALCs conmderanon :

To obrain a Project Proposal | Form contact Brctt McNamara at the address glven

below OR visit the Alps Home Page at Wwaustmhanalps environment. govau L

Send completed pmJect proposals by 10th November 2000 to:.

Brett McNamara ;
_ Program: Coordlnator : R )
~  Cf- Tharwa Post Office * . o R

L Canberra’. ACT 2620

- 7'Phone (02). 62071694
fax; . (02)62072901,
email:- Brett MoNamara@ blgpond com au .

'The tlmeiable for cons:derauon of prolect proposals sz

25 September 2000 B Opemng of Ca!l-for Prolects 2001 I 2002

- 10 November 2000 . Close of Cau-for-Pro]ects 200172002 .
December-ZOOO- J_an 2001"'-'_ '-Work:ng Groups meet o assess and rate

- project proposals’ received Wlthll’l the context of S

" . Alps Strategic Plan 2000 2003

.21 & 22 Fe"b"rua'r'y 2001 - First Rouo_d Meet_lng, J_zradabyne_. Presentanon o

o _'by Working Group Convenors of project .
] proposals to AALC: Consmieranon and’
development of prelimmary Isstmg of pro;ect
3 _ e ’ ‘proposals Peee ol
. 9&10May2001 .- - Second Round Meetmg, Envsronment Aust.
R . - Canbefra. AALC arid Working Group_

o ‘Convenors Funding / Works Program
' Developmerﬂ Meetang '

CoJduly200i - L _Pro;eot BudgetAI!ocated

Criteria for projects under the
Australian Alps Cooperative

" Management Program’

All project proposals are considered
on their merits in terms of ~ -

“implementation of the Australian Alps. .

Strategic Plan 2000 - 2003. Projects
have the greatest chancé of success if
they also meét the following _criceﬁa: .
a)’ ‘Outcomes that have application
to park management in at least -
. two of the States/Territory, . -

'b) -Result either-directly or.on -

" implementation, in“‘on-ground’
benefits to the management of

B 'the AAnps,

o Promote and- highliéht tf;e o

- International Year of the
e Mountams in 2002 W1th111 the
context of the AAnps

“The Liaison Committee will consider_:_
. supporting-on-ground Works {ona
- cost-sharing basis with an Agency)
- where the project: -

Ce involves lmplementatlon ofa

* strategic approach developed -

. undef the MOT,.

"o has direct cross-border benefits,

; and -

. “-has pr;orlty suppozt fo; o

~-continuance-and/or mmntenance ]

by the Agency

" "Thé AANP program is operatcd on
a budget of only $400, 000 pa; and

while no funding limits are set; for ;
guidance, project funding in the range

" - of $5,000 to $30,000 per annum
: should be considered.. '

A prOJecc proposal apphcanon form ST

. should be completed for: each

pro;ect proposal




The Year ‘th_-at was....1999 / 2000

" animals of the Ammz!mn A@r has

The year of 1999/2000 was one of further achievement for the Austrahan Alps Program in attaining excelience in protected area

: management "This was achieved through a continuing strong program of cross border liaison and cooperation amosigst the
- managing agéncies involved. "The results of this cooperanon -have greatly enhanced the management and understandrng of the

Austrairan Alps national parks ona regronal basis,

A maJor achievement was the - U
productron of a suite of retail :
products, designed to enhance visitor
exper1ences to the Australian Alps..

- The Australian Alps natwmzl parks

Touring Map represents an

~ outstanding piece of work involving - .

- digital technology. The video “Srories. o
among the snow gums: a journgy |
throngh the Australian Azfps”has'met‘ e
" with wide acclaim and- focuses oni the o
" persondl storjes- and memories ofa’
diverse group of individuals, all of

" whom have’ strong connections and

feelmgs for the Australian Alps.. .

Cornplementmg these products is an
easy to use, introductory-field guide
“to the region. “WildGuide plants and

~ been skillfully writren to suit a broad
audience. It has been written and
illustrated- to- dssist thos_e vrsrtrng the
reg’;on o gain an’ i'nsight into the -

unique natural features of the -~ S ‘ i
Austrafian. Alps. The focus on commumty awareness, contmued w1th the: development and productlon ofan Austral1an Alps icon
brochure and travelhng display. Both prodicrs were produced as a means of communicating the unrque features and Values of the
regron as. well as the tangrble beneﬁts of the Australian Alps cross border cooperatrve ‘management program, - . 07 -'

A ey 1n1t1at1ve was ‘the comrnlsslonrng of a study into the- natural Values of the Austratian Alps riational parks. ‘Dr Peter Coyne
was seconded from Environment Australia t6 undertake a major strategrc project “Protecting the Natural Treasures of the

- Australian:Alps”. ‘The Project has'idéntified and ‘documented the status of the significant natural features of the Australian Alps
“and their immediate threats. As-a result, a long term strategy has'be¢n’ deveioped which has pnormsed the features and threats in-.
terms of. allocatrng future resources for researchand managernent ﬁmdrng - - :

Durrng the reporting perlod the Culsural Herrtage Workzng Group devel oped and successfully delzvered arn :ndrgenous issues .
awareness Workshop titled C'ommummnng Across C'u[mrer The Workshop provrcied field based staff and managers Workmg in’.
“the Australian Alps Wltl’l an awareness inte, and greater understandrng of, the i 1ssues faced by conternporary Aboriginal people

- Visitor faerlmes and services were targeted with the AALC hostrng as day 1nternat1onal Worl{shop that exariiined the issue of
human waste management. Through'a comprehensive program of plenary and concurrent sessions, site visits and. industry
ex_hrbmons, delegates explored contempédrary approachies to human faecal waste management at visitor facilities, trarlheads and
in the remote backcountry of the Austrahan Alps national parks. - ‘

" The role and activities of the AALC in’ 1ntroducmg mnovatron, provrdrng a’ forurn for staff networkmg and coordination continues -
to be highly valued by staff managing the Australian Alps national parks. The response of staff has been to give: rherr time in -
adchnon 1o therr normal dutres and becorne closely involved with the® ‘Australian Alps program.

"The cooperative management strategies and” 1mplementanon of the' Mernorandurn of Understandlng have been recogmsecl
1nternat10nally dg world’s best practice. I believe that the past year reflects the success and relevance of the Austrahan Alps
cooperatrve ‘management prograin to land managers, stakeholders and to the wider community.

{ would like to record my sincere thanks to the' members of the workmg groups and to the Australlan Alps L1a:son Commrttee
for their collectrve efforts in achlevrng excellence in cross border protected area management. ' : :

Lee Thomas_
Convenor '
Australian Alps L|a|son Commlttee




_ An‘intrepid traveller enjoying a recent snowfall or Mt Kaputar.

Remarkable Mount Kaputar
Nat:onai Park

T;’ae' ﬁfl&wz'ng shoivs that you can take the Ranger away from the mountains, but joﬁ

can’t take the wountains out of the Ranger. Adam spent many years wandering around
the mouniains of Namddgz NP (ACT PCS) befbre bmdzng west i the pursuzt af i career
. wzt/ﬂ NPWS '

In Aust:aila there are someé poci{cts of. h;gh coumry in places far from the orlgmal
‘high country’ of southern NSW, ACT and Vicroria. Tucked away i the far north
of NSW near Narrabri {over 700 kilometres from the northern extent of the *
Australian Aips national parks) the mtrep1d craveller will find Mount Kaputar

National Parle. - - : ,
“This 38,000- hcctare park protccts a large portson of thc Nanclcwar Range - a rugged ’

and heavily dissected mountain range that rises abruptly from the plains to an
altitude of over1,500 metres. It is:in the high areas of the Park that sub- alpine *

* vegetation comraunities and concht;ons can be foand; including all the well-knowi'
plants such as the snow gum SnOW grass, sﬂver wattlc native currant and the alpine

dalsy

Ice, snow v and cold mists are winter hallrnarks n the h1gh country of the park oﬁen

, 'vexmg parks staff based down in the warm and sunny township of Narrabri. -~

Sporadic snowfalls occur each’ winter from about 1;200 metres upwards. “This is.
made all the more femarkable considering the park’s position perched on the edge of
the vast western. plains. The high plateau and peaks provide excellent vantage pomts

'to look west over dead flar plains that go on and on - seemmgly forever.” If you're
) headmg west this is deﬁmtely the' last sub- alpmc area till you reach Aﬁ'sca'

"~ Adam’ Henderson Ranger,

NSW National Parks & Wlldhfe Serv:ce

- Narrabri Area

" . _Quest for Quolls in Namédgi |

National Park {ACT).
Although there has been a number

" of unconfirmed sightings of Spottcd~
. tailed Quolls (STQ's) in the ACT, .

- there are less than ten confirmed . '

records of the species.in the Territory
‘aver the last 50 years. These records -

(sightirigs and hair in scats) have been
from across the ACT and include
_-threé within the suburban area.

~The paucicy of records makes any

determination of the status'of STQ's - -

-~ in'the ACT extfémcly‘dlfﬁcu t, and

highlights the need fot focussed survcy 7

- work to help obtam a better -

) uncicrstandmg of the distribution and
abundance of the species . SN

A pllot Spotted-tallcd Quol su:vey
was conducted at Namadgi Nathna}
Park in-July 1999. This: trapping .
survey focussed on the Orroral Valley,
‘from Where recent records of STQ’s

* have been obtamed and the adjacent
Upper ‘Cotter area. This winter the

- survey was expanded to include other
" areas both ‘within and adjacent to the " .
Park where unconfirmed mghtmgs had o

oceutred earlier in the year. In -

" addition to the traps, hair tubes were

‘écployed this year at 4 number of -

" other sites within Namadgi National
" Patk {and also at Tidbinbilla Nature
" Reserve) in habitat suitable for STQS '

and fromi where they have been
recorded in the past,
A number of hi"gh'calibré volunteers
'{mcludmg Peter Hann, a former: '
Namadgl National Park Managcr)
“assisted staff from Wildlife Rescarch _
“and Moniroring and the ACT Parks .
and Conservation Service within
Ehvigonmcnt ACT to setup aad ™

" check the traps and hair twbes. . We
-arcfalso grateful to the NSW National -
- Parks and Wildlife Service for the loan -

. of traps and hair tubes, and to Peter .

Catlmg (CSIRO) arid the combined

" expertise on-the South-Fast Forests o

Spotted Tailed Quo]l Worlﬂng Group h

for advu:e .:

Although we d1d not catch any Quolls_
during the 1999 and 2000 surveys, we
still have our fingers crossed that the:
‘hair tubes_wiﬂ revéal the presence of
~STQ’s. Tt is-hoped thar the program
will continue until the status of STQS '
in the ACT is resolved.

Lyn Nelson, Wildiife Ecologist
Wildlife Research and Monltormg
_ Environment ACT
’ I..yn.neison @ act.gov,au




- Canberran, John McGrath, completed

The Alps Walking Track... YES It is a very long walk

There is no doubt about it...
650 kilometres is a very long wall; in
anyone’s langua.ge But one keen

his six-week walk along the Australian

Alps Walling Track in May at the

- Namadgi National Park Visitor
Centre, near Tharwa on the outskirts

~of Canberra: Actually; John believes
he walked closer to 700kms as he’ _ )
made detours to collect food and pick - :_ ) / NS
up walking partners! ' ' Rl

/- WALHA LA’
650 kMms

Rhoada Aquilina, the owner of - - 3 Al e { Y it : - ':'
. Walhalla General Store (Vic), saw '_ ' - & 3 (3 ==
-John McGrath and his first walking ) { o m _ ™2 O X i _ o MAMADC

companion off in early April. “They

. set off so full of enthusiasm, ready to

- navigate all the way through the
 Australian Alps national parks, I think

they deserve a medal”, she said as they _

set off. - '

]ohn has sent the Alps Program the )
full story of his epic adventure, some

hlghllghts follow. The rest will be

' posted on the Austrahan Alps WEbSEtC WWW. austrahanalps environment. gov au soon.

Six weeks on the-‘Track’ : :

" We are squatting in the rain and semi-darkness, rearrangmg pebbles to increase the trickle of muddy water picking: off leglons of .
leeches crawling up the legs, tlghtemng the hoods on our jackets, collecting. cup by cup of precxous liquid. We re in chtonas =
infimous ‘Dry Barries’ range, it’s near dark, it’s very cold and very wet. - -

For the seventh night in a row Carolyn Roberts and I have had to hust for water after a long day’s trek. Each day has presented a

- new challenge: so cover the distance for the day; trying both to camp near a likely source of water and. keep on schedule for'a food- ~

drop rendezvous at Mt Hotham on Day 14 of our. 6—weel{ odyssey on Austral;as most celebrated walk, the Australian A.lps
Walk_lng Track :

.Tha{ evenmg we were lucky {two of the prevmus mghts we had resorted to clrmk.mg handkerchief-filtered water from wheel ruts
- on the dirt roads)! After. an hour of collectmg several litres of water, millilitre by millilitre, for cookmg and drinking for’ the
: morrow we retired to cook a meal in the dryness and warmth of the sleeping bags and tem: :

The’ followmg day, a 21km section to- Diamantina Hut at Mt Hotham, Carofyn and I trekked drenched in temble conditions, In
all 2 inches of rain was recorded for the day! Neediess to say, upon my arrival at the hur, | was so cold I could not control my
: - - hands-to llght the stove and boil up a much-needed
cuppa. Carolyn got it goiag and soon’ some fetlow
campers got-a fire going. By dinner time our -
clothes were nearly dry and with the arrival of Neili
_ Burten (my 2nd walking 'eompanion) and other: .
B friends, Mike and Kieran, the arims of hypotherrma .
;o oswwen S T were replaced by those of companionship. Our
NmEn 7| friends brought many goodies including wine, port,
i T -+ fresh fruit, food for the next section of the track

and news from home. All the hardships weze -
* forgotten for the night as Carolyn and I recounted =
. 220km of adventure. Such s life on the AAWT

. ;a,,,,',% s : tough days mingle with simple moments e{ea.ting a -
Mansfiaid s o : . - - .
: ! - b~ _ - wonderful experience on all levels - phstcal

St - e o " mental and splrlmal

John continues'his story; descnbmg many of the

challenges of the AAWT. Visit the “website (to be

Walhalla . . . . .
Wiabla Tk sarini _ : | TTem—S '_ ) . updatecl very SOOII) for more.”




‘Working Group Progress Reports
~ Recently a new Alps Icon Brochure and text for a travelling display were produced for park .

‘is the case for the original Alps-Brochure arid travelling displays. Although boch

opportumty to rev;ew the text and improve the graphics. -

_ human hlstory of the area, the life-form and habitat classifications of the plants, and

foliage, and ecological refationships.

" New Zealand ‘
~ The 400 page book will be pubhshed a5 a hard back, Whlle an affordable soft—eover :

Alps Icon Brochure & Travelling Display

visitors ‘and Visitor Centers as a means of eornmunlcatlng the natural and culcural features
of the reglon as well as the tanglble beneﬁts of a unique cross border cooperamve
management program. :

All good things come to an end, espemally in our changing corporate world and so it

were state of the art in their day, especially the brochure which still remains
aesthet;cally pleas;ng, changes in logos and agency titles has presented the

The Commumty Relations Woek_lng Group combined the ralenrs and

expemse of graphic des;gn, mterpretatlon and cartography consultants to
come-up with a new Alps ‘icon’ brochure and travelling display. Both products
ate in a similar style which reflects the unique beauty and diversity of the Alps.
The full colour Brochute, which is now in a miore user friendly DL format,and on
environmentally friendly paper stock, is now available. Over 15,000 copies have been produced .
for wide distribution to visitor centers, schools and commumry." interest roups. '

- The four lightweight travelling dlspiays will form an xntegral component in the AALC endeavors to advance the region and the

Alps Program at local shows, shopping centers and visitors centers: The d1sp]ays fully compliment the icon brochure and promote -
the Australian Alps nauonal parks as a Sngﬁcant natural feature and a premiere tourist destination. .

. To order your FREE copies. of the new Alps Icon Brochure contact CANPRINT Commumcatlons on 02 6295 4444 -

. ©  For more information contact

Gill Andersan, Community F’leiatlbﬂs Work:ng Group
Phone (03) 5755 1577

Koscauszko Alpine Flora: second edmon . o : ’  Below Participants gather outside the

- Kosciuszko Education Centre, Sawpit Creek.
The ficst edition of Koscmszko Alpine Flora pubhshed by CSIRO in 1979; was met
with wide praise’from expert and layperson alike, from around the world as a,
benchmark publication. Now cut-of-print, it is scon to.be. repubhshed ina
completely revised second edition, Wlth the latest SPCCLCS revistons and new -

photographs

Supported thh séed funding from the Australian AlpS.LLQISOL’l Cbmmmee, as well as -
from the CRC for Sustainable Tourism, CSIRO Publishing commenced work on the
new Koscmszko Alpme Flora i in 1999. As Well as describing and illustrating the

area’s 200+ native species, 21 of them endem;c, it discusses the geo[og1cal and

explores the various plant communities and their environmental relatlonsh;ps The
book contains identification keys, derailed descriptions, and disttibution and habitat
notes for each species. Supérb colour photographs show detauls of f]owers, fruir,

The new book includes a comprehenswe table which shonvs which species are to be
found in the dther alpine areas of NSW, as Well as ACT, Victoria, Tasmama and.

‘field edicion’, which omits the derailed taxonomic section,. w111 be pubhshed for the
benefit of the growing rourist market to the Australian Alps nationaé parks. '

Both editions of Kosciuszko Afpine Fiora are to be launched on 7 Deeember 2000
at the National Botarical Gardens by Senamr Robert Hlll

For more-information contact
Amanda Carey

Natural Heritage Working Group
Phone (02) 6207 2900
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Frontlme of the Alps

A two day tralnmg workshop developed for visitor services staff, entitled Frontime of the Alps a training workshop was convened
by the Community Relations Working Group and held in Jindabyne {NSVV)

Thirty-five fronthnc staff from visitor centres from over twelve organisations in the ACT, NSW and VlCtDrla attended. The
workshop aimed to increase participant’s knowledge of the Austratian Alps national parks as a premier tourist destination; while
‘becoming familiar with the informarion material produced by the AALC. The workshop also provided the opportunity for
participants to network with colleagues from ‘across the border’. The workshop successtully achiéved one of the key Dbjecnves
of the Australian Alps program in raising community awareness and understanding of the overall management prlncxples of the
7_ Austrahan Alps national parks and the ob)ecnves of the Alps cooperative management program

" A small registration fee was charged to attend with part1c1pants receiving a copy of the Australian Alps Tourist Map, video
‘Stories Among the Snowgum and a choice of WildGuide or Explore the Alps. The evaluation conducted at the conclusion
of the workshop revealed that participdrts indicated a very hlgh level of satisfaction with these products, particularly with
the Alps Tourist Map and Explore 1nd1cat1ng that such products would greatly enhance the visitor experience to the Austrahan

Alps natmna] parks:

" The Workshop included a namber of topical presentatlons that addressed such issues as mlmmal impact, recreational management,
natural and cultural heritage values of the Alps biorégion, together with Opportumtles in managing national parks for visitors.

In addltlon, there was an extensive one-day field trip, along with group presentations. The workshop was well received with
pa:tlapants expressing a high level of Sansfacnon A further workshop is planned for 2002 in Victoria. -

For more lnformatlon cohtact _

Odile Armarni, Convenor
Communlty Flelatlons Working Group
Phone (02) 6207 2088

Lefi Chiistian Hampson (NSW NPWS}
explains the cultural significance of Curlosity
Rocks, Jindabyne NSW. -

Below right Frontline participants brave the .

weather on a field inspection to Dainers Gap,

" Kosciuszko National Park (NSW)

Bottom right Australian Alps publications . '
such as Explore were considered by

. participants to gréatly enhance any visitor

experlence 1o the region,

1o admire the
| SHOWGUMS. 15 VISION.,
10 explore their roots.

| s /mow!&zfge;-

Ropyn’ F{owson
Fronttine of the Alps partampant




Natural Treasures of the Australian A'ips

The Australian Alps national parks are a treasure-trove of remarkable featares, some
of which occur no where else in the world. The region contains the only marsupial -
species which stores food; an insect which changes colour o reflect or absorb heat
and, 2 remarkable cliff-bound laké created by the grinding action of a gla(:ler The

catalogue is long and diverse, yet the significant natural values of the Australian Alps

national parks is rarely fully recognised.

In December 1999 the Nauiral Heritage Working Group seconded Dr Peter Coyne
from Environment Austrafia to undertake a major strategic project “Protecting the

_ Natural Treasures of the Australian Alps“. The project was to idenufy arid document
. the status of che significant natural features of the Australian Alps and the threats to
them. The project also involved prioritising the features and threats in terms of
allocatmg future resources for research and management funding. Ranking of .
pricritics was undertaken by a Workshop of agency and umversmy expetts and others
with relevant expertise.

The report identifies more than one thousand significant natural features of the |

Australian Alps, and the threats ta their continued survival, and assesses their
priorities. The recommendations are designed to improve the long-term securicy of
‘national and international assets by encouraging the collection-of detailed scientific
information and by seriving for best practice management approaches to be -
1mplemented across the Australian Alps bioregion. o o

The report recommcncis that greatér emphasis be g1ver1 to managmg the Australzan
_ Alps national parks as a smgle ecological entity rather than as discrete functional .
units, and recommends strategies by WhICh this can be-achieved.

The Austral;an.A}ps_ Liaison Commitree and the Cooperatlve Reseatch Centre for
Sustainable Tourism provided additional funding ro.enable the development of an
interactive electronic database from ;nforrnauon collected dunng the project.

For more mformatlon contact

Rob Hunt -

Converior

Natural Heritage Workmg Group
Phone (02) 6298 0356 -

Ranking of_.prioritie_s wés un'dertakefl through a workshbp altended by pa[k' agencfy and academic éxper‘t;s_ ’

Cultural Heritage Research and
Implementation Strategy '

The Australian Alps Liaison
Commlttee commissioned a prolect to

“undertake a deskrop review and

develop a Cultural Heritage :
Implementation Stratepy based on the
known cultural heritage values of the

region. Debbie Argue from

Environment ACT was seconded on a

six month prolect to

* - assess and supplement the

aviilable information about -
cultural heritage in the Alps
_‘natignal parks in light of the new
initiatives being taken ro- CDi’lSiCiEI‘
- -culrural valucs ina natlonal
" context "

+ Review cultural heritage
management guidelines which

'haci_ been prepared for the AALC,

~* . Establish if it would be feasible to

© - create a simple database of*
cultural ‘heritage sites in the *

g Australiin Alps national parks.

‘Following guidelines established under -~

the Australian Heritage Commission’s

* Principal Historic Themes the
- Cultural Heritage Research and

Implementation Strategy has idencified
existing gaps in the knowledge of
culniral heritage values within the
Alstralian Alps national parks:

As-a result of this gap analysis, the

Cultural Herirage Workmg Group ha-s 7

identified a number of projects for
" consideration. It is ant1c1pated thar an

outcome fr()m each project will be to-

. contribute to an ongomg analysw of

rational hemage values and

significance of the Australian Alps’

natiopal parks.

The projECt also discusses {He .
feasibility of establishing a mm;gle

* database of cultural herstage sites in ~

the Australian Alps and has identified

the style of management guidelines

'considered by staff 1o be of most

practical application in their day—to-

day work.”

For more information contact
Debbie Argue

Cultural Heéritage Workmg Group
Phone (02) 6207 2167




*the Internet (Coysh et al: 2000 ktrp:/fausrivas.canberra. edu au."ausrwas)

Alps Stream Health Monitoring

The use of biclogical rather than.
chemi'cal'rn'eth'ods-?or'assessing water
quality has incredsed in the last
decade. The Australian River .
Asséssment Scheme (AUSRIVAS) has
been developed and prowdes a
standard[sed <asy to use and rapid
method for assessing the felative
health of streams. Over the ;Jasf few . -
“ months the macroinvertebrate fauna
and z wxde range ‘of habitat features
were sampled and measured at 95 sites
“across the Australian Alps national
parks . : B ’

- e B _ . . " Guthrie creek in Kosciuszko National Park
' Seventy—nme reference, rnmlmally S - Co e SR : :

* impacred sites were used to provide baseline conditions agamst - which-test sites can

be:, compared and assessed ‘Sixteen test sites with suspected or known meacts were
- sampied and assessed usmg AUSRIVAS : ‘

. AUSRIVAS uses environmiental character;stlcs that are unaffected by human

~ activities as an 1ndependent way of matchmg test sites with. reference:sites.

Consequently the macroinvertebrate fauna expected to occur at a site in the absence

of environmental stress can be predicted. The fauna observed (O) at a site can then.

~.be compared to fauna expected {(E), with'the deviation becween the two' prowélng an
indication of bioclegical condition. A site d1sp1ay1ng no blologlca] impairment .
‘should have an"Q/E ratio close to one. The information from the 79 reference sites - . Tributary of the Langford East AquedUCi
sampled has been used to construct an “Alps” AUSRIVAS model with the model . - Bog(mg Unit*

~ known as the Alps Summer leﬂe and-a descripdon of the methods now avallable ofn Ty

_ The AUSRIVAS. predlctwe models are a valuable tool for 1dent1fymg possﬂ:\le effect
“of land uses and management praciices on the bxologrcal commiunities of rivers and
streams wichin the Australian Alps national parks. The impacts of management

“activities such as grazmg track construction and fire can now be ‘éasity assessed usmg

the AUSRIVAS “Alps” m adel:

Forrmore mformatmn contact :

. Mark L'ntermans Natural Hemage Worklng GmUp . S - . . * Shaw Creek upstream of the horseyards
'Phone (02) 6207 2117 : e e N Wonnanganatta Woroka Unit

: Cultural Herrtage Hessdentlal Tra:mng Course A feassblllty study

Recently the Cultuiral Heritage \Workmg Group mmated a prOJecc to scope a re51dent1al traxnmg course on the cuitural ileru:age
values of the Australian Alps national parks.. Co : - R :

" Asa part of this feas;bduy study, Earthlmes {Marion van Gameren and Dxerdre Slattery) weré engaged o determme the v&abdlty,
recommend the content and 1dent1fy the lOgiSthS for a residential course. Through responses to a questlonnaire, a large percentage
‘of land managers expressed interest in participating in & reSJdentlaE cultural herltage course.

. The feasibility study recommends. progressmg from the provision of core Informarion, to developmg expertlse in methodologies o
and the use of cultural heritage expertise, to srhall group research, investigation and planning projects. Heritage themes would be
used ro prov;cie coherente and a-means for helpmg participants develop 2 deeper understandmg of certain aspects of the cultural

"hentage : ' ‘ :

In delivering the course; a coordinator with pzoven educatlonal skﬂl and expenence would manage the course and lead a team of.
: mot]vated heritage profess;onals with proven communication skills commmed to spendmg time leading and mteractlng wirh -
-course, part1c1pants : :

-~ One of the aims of the course would be o’ eventually achxeve temary acerednanon

In order to broaden the expernse involved and assist with the financial resourcmg reqmred in deilvermg the res1dentlal course, the
AALC mtends to seek partners 1o join w1th it in stagmg the pllot course. ‘ :

For more mformation contact ' R
Ray Supple Cultural Heritage Workmg Group, Phone (03) 9816 1130
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'. Australlan Alps WaEklng Track Re- route

"The Austrahan Alps Walk:ng Track (AAWT), opened in 1995 prov1cles an ldennﬁed route through the Australlan Alps between
Walhalla in Victoria and Tharwa on the oucskirts of Canberra, =

In Apnl this year Work commenced on the 5km reroute of the Australian Alps. Walklng Track Wltllln Namadg1 Natlonal Paik
(ACT). The project, which aimed to.divert the track off two relatively busy public roads, was identified as a high priority in the
Australian Alps Walking Track Maznagement Strategy, 1997. The project received fundidg from the Australlm Alps Lla1son

* Committee and was matched by $10,000 from the ACT Pa.rks and Conservation Service.

More than, 90% of the new track is complete The remainder of the work will be completed in Spring with the 1nstallat10n of
“decking on a riumber of bridges together with track signage and appropriate markers. This re-route berweer Booroomba Rocks

. carpark and the. Honeysuckle Plateau takes the AAWT alignment off the Booroomba Road and the Honeysuckle Road By tal(mg -
the track off the: roads the walker’s experlence and safety will be greatly enhanced:

. The lower 2k of new track’ follows a formerly OVEIZIOWIL, distised 4 wheel drive track while the top 3km of track has been
benched in by hand. Tt gently follows the natural contours of the land where possible to minirhise drainage problems. Water
diversion bars have been installed along the length- of the new realignment with hardwood steps located i in-steeper.areas. Several o
warcrcoutses have had footbndges piaced over them with very litde chsturbance to: the natural env1r0nment This not only :
prevents wet feet but also reduces meacts on water flow. : ‘ S :

The sourcmg of materials was carefully undertaken to oiatam an env1ronmentally sound outcome The hardwood steps and bndge
spans were all salvaged from a név powerline casement tree clearmg activity. The deckmg for the 8 footbridges was obtained from
-an Australian, ﬁrm speua_hsmg in the use of mill Waste ﬁ'orn du{able eucalypt spec1es that may otherw15e not be used. '

The contractors used for the tracl{ construcnon were Kangarutha Nursery together with assmtance from local Volunteer crews.

'For more |nformataon contact - o e o -

Dave Dwyer

‘Namadgi Natioriat Park

ACT Parks & Conservatlon Ser\nce
Phone (02) 6207 2900 '

Austrahan

E Canberra

?arrltu y

Visitor Centre
" Walking Track
 start/finish .

Above Hardwocd Steps and water diversion
" bars sourced’ from a powerilne cleanng
cactivity. - B

Leit Kangarut?'{a Nirsery-maiiiénance crew
. constricting’ steps afong the new sect:on of
-the Australian Alps Walkmg Track
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F{ecreatlonal Plannmg Model

The Recreation and Tour:sm Workmg Group identified the neeci to estabhsh a
" model that park rmanagers cotld use to gather information and assist in making

decisions about recreational settings and acnvmes within the Australian Alps national

parks

‘After the inirial pllot study completed in 1998 which developed a recredtion
“planning model Missing Link was commissioned-to undertake the next stage ro.
determme a set of porential sites where the model should be apphed

The ob]ectwes of this stage were to idenitify and map mdivldual Uit areas-

- representing a class from the Recréation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS); to identify
tecreational activities and facilities for each area mapped with a ROS class; and to
identify visitor management issues for each area mapped. The project also aimed to
identify the areas with the greatest visitor management issues for potential
apphcatlon of a recreation plannmg model and to involve parks staff in the data
collection and in doing so, increase their understand;ng of visitor managemenit.

The results to date have now been anaiysed wich the 1rnplementat10n phase to be

commenced within the northern section of Kosciuszko (NSW)-and Namadgl (ACT)

. national parks. This firal phase of the project will reﬁne and 1mprove the deécision
making process regardmg the 1mp§ememanon of the recreat;on planmng model in-
these strateg1c areas. : : :

For more mformatlon contact

: PeterJacobs'
- Mt Buffalo National Park

o Parks Vlctorla

Phone (03) 57551466 SR

The RTWG perusing the recreational opportunities from Little River Gorge imVictoria.

ALPINE
[ECOLOGY

The highly acclaimed

Alpine Ecology Course -
is on yet again...!

- Six ‘exhilarating ddys of stimulating
" field studies at the peak of the:

wildflower season beginon :
7 January 2001 on the Bogong, ngh
Plains, Vicroria. The- Alpine Ecology
Courseis designed for Land
Maragers, Naruralists, Rangers,
Educators and Conservationists, - _
indeed anyone with an interest in the

- eco[ogy of the mountains. This h_lghi 4
~acclaimed course will provide an
- opportunity to learn about the plants,
-animals, laddforms and soils that
7 _make up alpine ecosystems, and their
. s;gmﬁcance for land use and -
" conservation issues. With an emphas;s
- om pracneal on- ground -experience,
. most sessions are.conducted in‘the

field in small groups. Places are very

limited, $o register’ your place
TODAY! ‘

Appl:catlons close on
27 October 2000 '

: Enqui'fes

Lesley Sayer

Z“Phane (03) 9479 2190
. _'F.axf (03) 9471 0224
_E:mail L.Sayer@iatrqbe.edulau .

Warwu:k Papst
 Phone (03) 9478 1230

@@ ' TROBE

B UNIVERSITY .
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Around the Agencnes Correspondents report...-

’NEwisouTH WALES '
. The word from the Lyrebird...
Liz When, NSWNPWS

What a great start to the r hew century
— a ski season which began weeks

l . dhead of schedule and which delivered

. -much we in  Australia lave come to

- hope for.in our ski seasons. "One cold: l

front after another delivered 1ght dry -
snow which i just ke.pt falhng, '
: smoothlng aver the hills ‘and hollows:
and promiising prear “backcountry
‘skrmg well into sprrng '

Desp:te ‘the many days of SNOWY, "
blowy conditions there were =+
-rernarkably few search and-rescues.

Area Managers Andrew Harrigan aid
Ranger Cameron Learywould like to

: '_think was the resulr of a Wintér
~ " Backcountry Safety Campaign, which

- was develogied in conjuriction with the * -

- NSW Police and Fire Brigades. * The

public education ca'mp'aign featured a

brochure which was widely distributed -

throughout the snowfields, weather ~
- warning blizzard conditions on the
_ Main Range, mannequins

. demonstzatmg approprlatc COI’ICL[UO]’IS

and the h]rc of emergcncy safety
beacons .

o As welf as copmg with- thf: usual
“winter crowds, NPWS scaff have
‘managed 2 number of srgmﬁcant

achievements. -~ - . - -

Publications Officer Mrke Young -
realised the cornplermn of a two :

" ‘yearproject when his book The

Aborzgmal Peaple of the Monara” was

pubhshed by the NPWS in eazly June. g

A project which began as an attempr :
to update information on the first-
inhabitants of thé Moparo and What is
now Koscruszko National Park,

"resulted in addrng a significant chaptes.:

to the history of the Monaro.- The -
book has been well received by both

~ Aboriginal and hon-Aboriginal peopl L

: and Mrke continues to receive
" inquiries and ififormation about

~ Aboriginal people i in the Monaro i

-Snowy Mountains area.

.-A miléstone of a cirfferenr nature -
occurred with the. seaimg of the Alplne
"Way on July 31.. Iri a project

spanning decades, the Alpine Way l'ras a

been transformed from 2 rough ;

. 14

construction track to a fully sea}ed

Scenic Mountain drive. It capped off

what was yet anorher busy summer of
improvements to-the road both ar

Thredbo as part of the reconstruction

_ “program’ followiﬁg the laridslide as :
“well as major improvements to batters*;
south of Khancoban

In the south of the park a new .-

approach to wild dog control aPPéars

to be meeting with success. Snowy

“RiverArea ‘Manger Pam O’Brien, .
. Rangers, Field Officers and contract .

trappers haVC put Il'l an CNormouns

i effort into mmzmrsrng the effects of °
- . wild dog attacks on properties »
o bordermg the park. The- program m
thie Paupong-Numbla areas is one of o
,the states largest ground baiting
) programs to be undertaken. .

Plannmg and prepatations ‘have been

“going full steam ahead for the NPWS,

as it prepares to I'CCEIVE a- I'IlaJOJ.'

- addition to the reserve system:. ;As
“-part of the Southern Forest _
‘ Agr'éementf more than-100 new.

" natiomal’ parks and nature reservesand

additions to80 existing reserves will .
be created i irr the Southern e
Directorate. To prepare for this

‘challenge, staff have been up to their
- flecks in maps, scoping out the land’
" on'foer, in four wheel drives and fmrn
“theair and makmg every- effort to get.
‘ acquamted with the folks who Wrﬂ be e

our new nerghbours

vncT__oRm ;

An update from south

- of the border...

Chris Rose, Chief. Rcmge;;

- _Ariﬂme Nammz[P.zzrk . h s

* This winter has ‘been a great oné for

all lovers of winter'snow sports with

 record seasons. at most of Victoria’s :
Alpiné Resorts. Parks Victoria (PV3
- entered rears in tw events this year -
" the Hoppit at Falls Creck and the Age "
' Faﬂs Ck Corporate Ski Races - both

. —were successful events:

- The. -coming ‘summer. Works perrod is

going to be busier than ever (despite
the fact that the ﬂood restoration

_ program has finished) withan

increased cemmitment to pest plants
and animals, and face o face o

interpretation. PV has again.
confirmed the Summer Ranger

-+ Program successfully trialed last year.

This wiil mean another 5-or 5o

~ positions across the Alps he!ping'
permanent staff ozt on a varjety of .

jobs and' undertak.lng visitor and

: 'mterprctatron programs.

+ Our commitment to env;ronmental
* ‘works will be stronger than ever'ehis o

- year with a further increase on lase” )
.., year’s program. In the firing line are .
" . English and Cape Broom, as well asa -
-number other key Alps invaders.

Parks Victoria’s commitment to the. -

. Australian Alps Walking Track has =

been confirmed through the -

complet;on of a new bridge at Taylors - -
: Crossmg on the MittaMitta River. :

The new bridge replaces the last one
lost in the Hoods of ‘98, and has been
deszgned to See out- further ﬂoods

O the staff frong; long servrng Alps
: . "Ranger Gill Anderson-has a new. job -

based out of the Bright Office. No

- longer a Ranger, Gill: has won the new -
* and very impottant position of -
~Program Manager Assets and Vrsrror

Servrces for the Drstrrct

’ The job will involve setting strategy
~.and developmg plans for management

of some of our key assets; as well as' -

e 'developrng and 1mpfementmg Vvisitor ©
- programs actoss the:District. For thase ... ‘
of you who know 'Pet'er Jenk_"ir_]_s, hehas .

“sadly had to have a full knee. | '

’ reconstrucmon after a- WOrkpiace

accrdentr . we wish him well'in hrs .

. recovery!




COMMONWEALTH

'What’s the buzz with
Parks Australia
Paut Stevenson, AALC Secretary

The Envizonment Protection and

" Biodiversity Conservation Act and -
Regulations came into force on 16 -
July 2000. Associated procedures are”
being defined relating ro permits in
protected areas;-compliance and
enforcement procedures; and

. envireamental impact referrals.

" The new Environment Protection and

Biodiversity Cor;servamon Act 1999
cand Regulatlons can be found on che :
“web at :

htep: /fwwrw.environment. gov au/epbch :

ndex htrml.

Schedules 5 8 of the Regulauons
define Auscralian World Herirage
management principles; principles for
managing Wetla_nds of international
" ._importance; Australian Biosphere

reserve management principles; and
_Australian TUCN reserve management

principles. Thewebsite also contains'
an ingeractive database covering all
Australiz for matters of national
environmental s;gn;ﬁcance, ar
htep:/fwww.environment.gov.au/epbc/

db/interact.heml. You‘ may wish o
" explore the database, as it relates o
your region. '

A new certified agreement came into .

- force on 2- August 2000 defining
conditions of employment for

- Environment Australia staff.

. Environment Australia staff continue’
.to work on a more rigorous approach

to measuring performance in park’
management. '

Renovaring the. Envlronment Austraha

website com;nues. The website-hosts

the Alps site.

Lee Thomas, who is a Regmnal Vice- --

. Chair of the World Commission on
Protected Areas/ITUCN, as well as the
'Convenor of the Australian Alps
Liaison Committee, will be attending
the World Conservation Congress in

Amman, Jordan, in October. . e will

be presenting a new publication on

" the collective experience of practical

" park management across all agencies
in' Australia “Protected Area -

Management: principles and practice®.

The book to be published by Oxford

- University Press early in 2001 has .

been part tunded by Environment
Austrzlia and involved extensive work

" by former Alps personnel-such as -

Graeme Worboys (formerly NSW
NPWS) and David Phillips -

(Environment Australia).

" ACT
" The Gang- Gang gossip..
- Peter Galvin, .
© Ag Western District Mdmger S s

Several changes have occurred Wlthm

the ACTP&CS since the last

newsletter and mostly relate to the

prevzouslyx mentioned “Puture

" Directions™ process which was -

implemented in.early August.

Although; hot off the press is the very o

- rgcent announcement Of a new

permanent Manager for the
ACTP&CS. The successful- appllcant
for this position is Mr Tony Corrigan.
As previously mention, Tony has been
acting in this position since Apl‘ll We
wish Tony all the best in his new

challenging role.

Arrangements now:in place for the

ACTP&CS through the

1mplementlon of ¢ ‘Future Directions”

 has resulted in a reduction of six

disericts to two.larger districts and
Tidbinbinbilla Nature Reserve.
Namadgt National Park and the
Murrumbidgee River Corridor now
comprise a larger district west of the

- Murrumbidgee, whereas Canberra

Narture Park north and south and
Googong comprise the other diserict

-east of the Murrumbidgee.

Two District Manager positions at the
Senior Officer level have been created
to manage and lead these new
districts. These positions have been
temporarily filled pending permanent
recruitment, which will occur in .
October. A third District Manager
position at the Senior Officer level for
Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve was

. created some months ago. The- _
successful applicant, Mr Rod Hillman,

has recently commenced in this
position. '

The District Manager for the new
West district will be located in the
Namadgi National Park Visitor Centre -
ar Tharwa and the new East Districe
Manager will be located at the 7,
Mitchell depor. The new district

. arrangements come at an. exc_n:;ng time

and present many challenges for all
staff. Given the professionalism,
diligence and apptitude of ACTP&CS
staff I am confident these challenges
can be met and overcome through a
process satisfactory to evezyone :

.concerned.

Virginia Logan is currently on long
service [eave. Virginia has handed over
may of her duties to Paul
Higginbotham who has transferred

" from Canberra Nature Park. . Paul is

currently the Operations Manger for -
the Western District, a'new position
created urider the. restructure.
Virginids concribution to the ACT
PCS over many years has been -

~ .considerable.’

We-curzently have and enthusiastic
group of Green Corp workers who
have undertaken work on walking .
trails, weeds, fences and other projects,
Steve Welch is averseeing the group

_and glvmg them the benefit of his

_ expeﬂence Steve s also preparmg for

the next stage of the Boboyan Pine

“ revegetation project.

As has been experienced elsewhere -
across the Alps, the snow season has .
been fong with plénty of good snow to
be had on the Brindabellas. Jeremy
Watson has recently taken up the
Bendora Ranger position wich Angie

Jenkins moving on,. Jeremy has

¢ertainly experienced a baptism of fire

- in terms of visitor managemem Wlth

plenty of'p_ractise_ in the Bendora

" Ranger position, one he has taker up

with great enthusiasm!

s a busy time for the rest of us and
we look forward to the complete

" implementation of Futu:e DII’CCUDIIS
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Contacts

Program Coordinator

Brett McNamara

Australian Alps national parks
Tharwa Post Office

ACT 2620 - _

Phone (02) 6207 1694

Mobile 0417 292885

~ brett_mcnamara @ bigpond.com.au -

Community

Pro_;ec‘ts Officer

Cath Renwmk E

Phone (02) 6274 2370

Mobile 0419 491104

Email  cath.renwick@ea.gov.au-

Australian Alps Web Page
www.australianalps.environment.gov.au

Share your copy of
News from the Alps

} you think someone else might

" be interested in reading about news
from the Alps, please pass.it on

to them or suggest they ask for -
their own copy by contacting the

* Program Coordinator.

Please tell us your stories -
What makes your ‘stice of heaven’ ‘
in the Austraiian Alps so appealing,
tell the world. We want articles up
. to 500 words, with pictures on any
topic, be it current issues facing
land managers, to interesting and
humourous stories about your '
work in the Australian Alps.

A prize will be awarcied for the most
|nterest|ng article! '

Send your am_cle or short story tc-} .
the Program’ Coordinator ASAP.

-People working
together for the
Australian Alps

Gl!i Anderson _
‘hangs up’ the Rangea‘ patch,..

. Gill Anderson-
" clearing some snow
Foin the early days. -

After 21 vears of an 1llu5trlous l1fe asa ranger, Gill Anderson from the Parks Victoria
s Bright Office has hung up her ranger boots to take up a new role as-Alpine Park

Planner with: Assets and Visitor Services, Fortunately for che Alps Program, Gill will
still rmincain her current role as' an active member of the Commumty Relatwns

Working Group.

Gill’s career commenced as a se_asona_l ranger in 1978/79 and was the'ﬁrst féfﬂa.le _
zanger employed in the former Vicrorian National Parks Service. So, to the best of:

. our knowledge Gill is the longest serving female ranger in the state of Vicf:or_ia!

Gill started as a Park Assistant at Cape Schanck and moved o the Pronﬁ in 198%asa

relieving ranger. A couple of moves betweeﬂ M Buffalo and Wilsons Prom over the

next few years, eventually saw Gill stay onat Buffalo as the Ranger Gd 1. ‘From the
Coast to the Alps, and stints at Namadgi NP in the ACT and 12 months with the
Queensland Depr of Environment and Her;tage, Gill has seen and contributed a
great deal to park management. Gill was Parks Victoria East’s nominee for’ -
“Qutstanding Visitor and Customer Service” at the recent Staff Awards Day.

No doubt things have changed over the years, and thankfully the notion that * the
sheilas” can’t do the same- things as “the blokes” has been proven Wrong

Gill's miemory of that amtude surfaced at her first ever interview for ranger

~ 'permanency, when she was asked “How wili you cope when working in the field
* (bush) and you need to go to the toiler?”... fortunately, Gill and others can laugh
- about this now. ' ' : '

Well done Gill and.g.c;oc.i Tuck with your new role.

Andy Nixon

Ranger In Charge
Warrandyte

Parks Victoria

with thanks to Bushy Tales

Rarks s

VICTORIA




