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Peoples of
mountains and plains
For many millennia Aboriginal people lived in and
nurtured the mountains and valleys of the Australian
Alps. Every summer for thousands of years Aboriginal
people crossed tribal boundaries and travelled
hundreds of kilometres to meet on the highest p eaks
of the alpine region. They came from as far away as
the coast and the south-west slopes of the mountains
to meet with the peoples of the mountains for inter-

riches of stock,
gold and timber

tribal ceremonies.

Tools, caves and rock shelters give clues as to how

As early as the 1820s graziers were exploring the

they lived in their environment.

Snowy Mountains in search of land for their stock.
Fortune seekers flocked to the Alps in the 1850s

Aboriginal people continue their connections with the

when gold was discovered, and with them came

Australian Alps; many live in the towns surrounding

explorers and then settlers. Timber-getters set up

the mountains and their custodianship endures.

sawmills and opened roads to harvest the timbers of
the Alps.

When the hydro-electric schemes were built there
were dramatic changes: rivers were diverted, roads,
tracks, dams and power stations were built and the
Alps were opened up for visitors. �

Relics of these times such as huts and yards,
mining machinery and timber trails, are scattered
across the Alps. They remain an important part of
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